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that under Juswunt Rao Bhao, was also in the
neighbourhood. No time was to be lost. Sind-
heea had before frequently attacked this state,
and even besieged its capital, but without success,
owing partly to the incapacity of the commanders
he employed and their general ignorance of the
mode of attacking fortified places, and partly to
the gallantry and skill of Wuzeer Mohummed's
defence. The Maha-Raja, however, had never
before entered Bhopal with so efficient an army;
and Baptiste's knowledge of European tactics,
and long and successful practice in the various
sieges he had hitherto conducted, seemed to leave
but little hope that the Putan chief would be able
to save himself and his dominions on this occa-
sion.

His perpetual hostility to the Mahrattas had
naturally made him look to us as a resource IB
the hour of extremity; and that hour was now
fast approaching. He was, accordingly, induced
to make a very earnest solicitation for our sup-
port ; and, for that purpose, despatched an agent
to Dehlee, who waited on Mr. Metcalfe, the
-British Resident there, and submitted, on behalf
of his master, a specific proposition to be admitted
within the pale of our protection. The first ap-
plication to this effect, reached" the Governor-
" general a short time before he made his determi-
nation as to the course to be adopted in regard to